
COUNTDOWN CONTINUES  

Commanderõs Pit 

       
  

351st Soldiers were able to take a 

10 day exodus for the Holiday. 

Some went home to be with family 

and friends while others went to 

NYC or AC to just unwind and 

enjoy some new sites. Either way, 

all were relieved to get away for 

some much needed R & R. Every-

one made it back safely and ready 

to put forth another 100%  towards 

training for the remainder of the 

time here at Ft. Dix. We were im-

mediately thrown into another early 

wake-up call the day after our re-

turn to go to the NBC classroom in 

order to get proper inspections and 

fittings for our masks.  
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Some had to continue their medical/

dental appointments and then were 

hauled off to spend the next 10 days 

in a tent while the rain/sleet mixture 

came down hard outside, at least the 

showers had hot water!  

Meanwhile our rear ops will be tak-

ing care of us from afar. LT. Men-

doza, SFC Smith & SPC Florence 

will be there working hard to keep us 

moving forward. We appreciate all of 

their hard work as we know it wonôt 

be an easy task for them either. 
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"Greetings,        

Hopefully, everyone had a  great holiday season and is enjoying the 

new year so far.  Everyone had a wonderful time spending  time with 

our family and friends over theChristmas season The soldiers of the 

351st are back at Fort Dix training hard for our mission in theater.  For 

the remainder of our time here at Fort Dix, as a unit , we will be focus-

ing on fine tuning our troop leading procedures.  Specifically, 

the leadership and troops will conduct a final Mission Readiness Exer-

cise out in the field environment.  This MRX is designed as a final check on learning before we go 

wheels up later this month. At the end of this month we will be flying over to Kuwait for a short 

period.  The unit's time in Kuwait will include some desert familiarization and final weapons 

ranges prior to entering into Iraq.  By the time you receive the February newsletter, your sol-

diers will already be established in Iraq conducting the Police Transition Team mission in the city 

of Mosul.   Please continue to keep us in your prayers. God Bless. Go Gators!ò    

Jeremiah R. Blocker 

1LT, MP 

Commander 

 

"Accept the challanges so you can feel the exhila-

ration of victory." General George Patton         



 

1SG Kevlaar  

ñThere is no other way!ò 
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1SG Mulkey 

 

Mental and physical toughness. We must 

now move our minds in a way of thinking 

away from being reservists, Soldiers who 

only drill on the weekends, to the active 

duty side, where we are Soldiers each and 

every day; 24 hours. To be mentally and 

physically tough, you must endure long 

hours of duty with short hours of sleep. 

There might be days where we might miss 

a few meals, nights where we endure 

cold, rain and other elements which will 

determine our toughness, our ability and 

will to move forward as a team. The only 

way you can be ready to deploy into com-

bat is to withstand all the elements. There 

is no other way!  

Executive Officer  

Thank you.  Thank you for allowing me to 

take your sons, daughters, husbands, wives, 

brothers, and sisters into combat to accom-

plish a very necessary mission.  Every Soldier 

in the Company has made the conscious and 

educated decision to leave their home for an 

entire year to improve the greater good of this 

country and the world.  We have trained for 

years in preparation for this opportunity and 

we are all very excited to show the Multi-

National Forces in Iraq what a few motivated 

individuals from Florida, Alabama and Ten-

nessee can do.  I am confident that this Com-

pany is the best trained in the Army and will 

set a new standard for units that follow.   

Keep us in your thoughts and prayers 

and remember to let your Soldiers 

know how proud you are of them.  Be 

Just, Fear Not! 

1LT Jack W. Davidson III       



Page 3 OUR TIME TO FLY  

 

òFIRST TO FIGHTò 

ñYour citizen soldier is an 

integral part of the history 

that is being made each day in 

Iraq.ò  

Rattler Corner  

Happy New Year from the 1st Platoon 

ñRattlersò. 

As we enter the New Year we are finish-

ing up our pre-deployment training at Ft. 

Dix. Soon we will be departing Ft. Dix 

for Kuwait and then on to Iraq where we 

will help the Iraqi Police stabilize their 

country.  Your citizen soldier is an inte-

gral part of the history that is being made 

each day in Iraq. Be proud of what your 

soldier does and what the uniform they 

wear stands for. I ask that each of you 

family members fly your American flag 

daily, and show your support by display-

ing or wearing a Yellow ribbon. These 

small tokens mean a lot to the soldiers 

currently serving and those Veterans in 

your hometowns. 

As for your soldiers, I am proud to report 

the Rattlers are highly motivated and I am 

extremely proud of each and every one of 

them.  

 

I would like to congratulate all newly pro-

moted soldiers.  I would also like to con-

gratulate several newly married soldiers and 

to say to their spouses, WELCOME to the 

Rattler family! 

SSG John Roberts, PFC Brian Smothers & 

PFC Christopher Willis. 

Sincerely, 
 

SFC Nancy Life 

1st Platoon Sergeant 

ñRattlersò 

 

ñCourage is just fear, and holding on a second 

longerò 

Abraham Lincoln 

 

ñA nation that forgets itôs defenderôs ,will itself be 

forgottenò 

Author Unknown 

 

Cobra Corner  

TOC Talk - Well, having recently returned 

from an enjoyable Holiday Exodus, the 

folks in Operations have continued to drive 

on with tracking training, scheduling trans-

portation, and even getting to participate in 

the Training Events as well.  Highlights 

include Detainee Operations, where 3rd 

Platoon's 1LT Morgan was used as a Bat-

tering Ram and sent head first into SFC 

Tarr's thigh.  SGT Goodman became in-

volved with the Police Transition Team 

(PTT) Scenario Training Exercise (STX) 

and a very memorable two-man demonstra-

tion team of SFCs Kreitlow and Glasgow at 

the Chemical Biological Radiation Nuclear 

(CBRN) Reaction Building, where they 

showed the Unit how to put on the new 

Joint Services Logistical Integrated Suit 

Technology Suit, the protective over gar-

ments used in Chemical, Biological, Radia-

tion Situations.  The atmosphere was blue, 

and faces were red during the comical 

"hands on" rendition of what transpired 

between the Instructor and those two.  We 

wish MSG Patterson well for his hasty de-

parture on Emergency Leave to care for his 

mother in Clearwater.   

Hoping for a Speedy recovery, MSG P.  . 

We now find Operations split into two 

factions, both in Garrison on Ft Dix while 

SSGs Amendola and Keith are going thru 

the M1117 Armored Security Vehicle 

(ASV) Operator's Training, and out at 

Contingency Operating Location (COL) 

Victory, while Training is conducted 'in 

the Field'.  We anticipate proceedings to 

hasten as in just a few weeks the next 

phase will be done overseas.  

-SFC Timothy Tarr                                  

HQ Operations NCO                      

ñCobrasò 

 

 
òStrike Fast, Cobrasò 

The  French surrendered to Chuck        

Norris after watching just one Episode 

of "Walker Texas Ranger". Just to be on 

the safe side. 



ñThe weather may not be 

something we are use to but 

we are driving on.ò  
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The Christmas holidays are over and we are 

back in training mode. As of the writing of 

this message, we have a couple more weeks 

before we are airborne to Iraq, but the re-

maining days will be busy ones for the Side-

winders. From CBRNE Training (Chemical/

Biological) to 10 days and nights spent on the 

actual COL (Contingency Operational Loca-

tion) formerly known as the FOB (Forward 

Operating Base), all in preparation for our 

mission that lays ahead for us. 

The Sidewinders are continuing to lead the 

way in all aspects of life here at Ft. Dix. The 

weather may not be something we are use to 

but we are driving on. The transition from 

Florida, Alabama and other Southern states to 

Ft. McCoy, WI and Ft. Dix, NJ, has been 

hard but from  we are able to overcome it. 

Remember, sunshine here we come. 

The Sidewinders are a close knit family and 

we are there for each other, but it doesnôt 

stop at just our platoon. This includes the 

entire Company.  

 

òWE CREEP,WE CRAWL, WEôRE 

THE BADDEST OF THEM ALL  

SIDEWINDERS!ò 

 

The Snake Pit is our family away from home. 

SGT Rita Chatman                                        

3rd Platoon NCO                        

ñSidewindersò 

ñAn expert at anything was once a beginner.ò -

SGT Conner 

 

  òSECOND TO NONE!ò 

 This will give all the teams time to per-

fect their tactics needed in order to ac-

complish our police training mission. Sol-

diers have survived the cold of New Jer-

sey and still enjoy each other's company. 

SGT Robert Moss                                  

2nd Platoon NCO                                   

ñVipersò 

"Are we there yet?" SFC Meskimen 

 "Nothing beats the heart of a volunteer.  I 

love knowing that the person next to me 

wants to be there for a cause."  SGT Moss 

 ñRoger That Sergeant!!ò PV2 Haywood 

 

 

HAPPY NEW YEARS from the 2nd Pla-

toon VIPERS.  All the soldiers had the 

opportunity to go back home and see 

their families & loved ones for one last 

time before we go overseas.  This was a 

bittersweet experience.  We all loved the 

fact that we got to go home, but hated to 

have to say good bye again.  Once all the 

soldiers arrived back at Ft. Dix, it was 

off to training again.  The 2nd Platoon 

VIPERS received training in everything 

from multiple weapon systems to differ-

ent hand signals, to an introduction to 

the Arabic language.  The soldiers were 

taught how to give an I.V. to one of their 

battle buddies.  Now the next objective 

on the VIPERS horizon is to end the 

training here in Ft. Dix and head to Ku-

wait for some more training.  

 

Sidewinder Corner  

Viper Corner  



ARMY FACTS: DID YOU KNOW?   

Page 5 OUR TIME TO FLY  

On the New Yearôs Day, 1776, 

George Washington, heading the 

Continental Army with American 

forces, ordered the Grand Union flag 

hoisted above his base at Prospect 

Hill. Congressman Francis Hopkin-

son is believed to have designed the 

first American flag. It was Betsy 

Ross, a seamstress from Philadelphia, 

who sewed the first flag in May 

1776. 

On January 27,  1862, President 

Lincoln issued a war order authoriz-

ing the Union to launch a unified 

aggressive action against the Confed-

eracy.  

January 22, 1917, President Wilson 

gave his ñPeace without Victoryò 

speech. Three months later, the 

United States declared war on Ger-

many. 

January 1, 1942, President Roose-

velt and the United States declares 

war against Japan and the Tripartite 

Pact. 

1944 GI Bill Signed Into Law 

10th January : Servicemen's Re-

adjustment Act of 1944 ( GI Bill of 

Rights ) is passed by Congress. 

1953 H-Bomb 7th January: 

President Harry Truman an-

nounced the U.S. has developed 

a hydrogen bomb (H-Bomb).  

 

 

 

 

1959 Cold War Zone 5th January, 

1959: On this day, President Dwight D. 

Eisenhower established the Middle East 

as a Cold War battle ground. This hap-

pened in order to take action against 

communism. 

1973 Vietnam Bombing Ends  

15th January, 1973 : Following pro-

gress in Paris peace negotiations be-

tween National Security Advisor Henry 

Kissinger and Le Duc Tho of North 

Vietnam, President Richard Nixon halts 

the most concentrated bombing of the 

war against North Vietnam. 27th Janu-

ary: The Vietnam war formally ended 

when ministers from the United States, 

North and South Vietnam and the Viet 

Cong signed an agreement in Paris  

1991 Iraq 12th January : Congress 

votes to authorizes the use of mili-

tary force against Iraq to end its 

occupation of Kuwait. The air war 

started Jan 17, at 2:38 a.m. (local time) 

or January 16 at 6:38PM EST due to an 

8 hour time difference, with an Apache 

helicopter attack.  US warplanes attack 

Baghdad, Kuwait and other military 

targets in Iraq. 

 

Army Trivia 

1. Can you name the 12 

Army Generals who be-

came President?  

2. What does the mili-

tary nickname, ñG.I.ò 

stand for? 

3. Which branch of the 

service did the Army 

give birth to in 1947? 

 

(Answer in next months newsletter)  

 

 

 

 

Famous Births in January: 

January 1, 1735 Paul Revere  

January 1, 1752 Betsy Ross 

January 4, 1785 Jacob Grimm 

January 4, 1809 Louis Braille 

January 15, 1929 Dr. Martin Luther 

King Jr.  

January 17, 1706 Benjamin Franklin 
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SPC Taylor, 1SG Mulkey, PFC Spicer, SSG Snyder, SPC Coburn, PFC Simmons, SGT Jefferies, SFC Meskimen, SGT Gray, 

SPC Hinds, SGT Moss, PV2 Wandersee, SFC Glasgow, SSG Hatch, SSG Amer, SSG Keith, SGT Goodman, SFC Tarr, 1LT. 

Davidson, SGT Campbell, SSG Amendola, SFC Kreitlow and MSG Patterson. 


